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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

v. 

KARISSA LYONS HILL 

MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL 

APPELLANT 

NO. 2015-CA-01060 

APPELLEE 

COMES NOW the Appellant, State of Mississippi, through the undersigned counsel, and 

respectfully moves this Court to dismiss the appeal in the above-styled and numbered case. As 

grounds for this request, the State would respectfully show unto the Court the following: 

I. 

In April of 2014, Karissa Hill ("Hill") plead guilty to Sale of Cocaine in violation of Miss. 

Code Ann. §41-29-139. Hill was sentenced to fifteen (15) years in the custody of the Mississippi 

Department of Corrections ("MDOC"), ten (10) years initially suspended, five (5) years to serve 

initially followed by five (5) years on post-release supervision. 

II. 

Hill, while incarcerated in the MDOC, filed a motion for post-conviction relief claiming she 

should be automatically eligible for parole on her sale of controlled substance conviction after 

serving 25% of her term. Hill based this reasoning on her interpretation of Miss. Code Ann. §4 7-7-

3(1 )(f) which specifically excludes sale offenses from automatic parole eligibility. The Circuit Court 

of Lauderdale County subsequently granted Hill's request for relief. The State appealed the Circuit 

Court's Order to this Honorable Court as the State does not believe Hill's conviction automatically 

allows her parole eligibility. Notwithstanding this notion, Hill subsequently filed a petition 

requesting judicial parole authorization pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. §4 7-7-3(1 )(g)(iii). The Circuit 



Court granted Hill's request and authorized her.to be seen by the Parole Board. See Ex. A. The 

Mississippi Parole Board subsequently granted Hill parole on November 30, 2015. See Ex. B. 

III. 

The State respectfully submits that there is no longer any issue as to Hill's parole eligibility 

and therefore this appeal should be dismissed as moot. A case is moot so long as a judgment on the 

merits, if rendered, would be of no practical benefit to the plaintiff or detriment to the defendant. 

Beals v. State, 139 So. 3d 776, 777 (Miss. Ct. App. 2014)(quoting Fails v. Jefferson Davis Cnty. Pub. 

Sch. Bd, 95 So.3d 1223, 1225 (Miss. 2012). When the state filed their appeal, an actual controversy 

existed, Hill's parole eligibility. Now that Hill has been paroled there is no controversy regarding her 

parole eligibility for the Court's review. No decision of this Court would be of practical benefit to 

State or Hill. 

Because Hill's claim to her parole eligibility is no longer at issue the State respectfully moves 

this Court to dismiss this appeal as moot. 

BY: s/Anthony L. Schmidt, Jr. 

Anthony L. Schmidt, Jr. 
MSB#103746 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
633 North State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 
PH: (601) 359-5770 
FAX: (601) 359-5735 
EMAIL: aschmidt@rndoc.state.rns.us 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Anthony L. Schmidt, Jr., Special Assistant Attorney General for the State of 

Mississippi, do hereby certify that I have this day mailed, postage prepaid, a true and correct 

copy of the above foregoing MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL to the following: 

Mr. Jacob Howard 

MacArthur Justice Center 

767 North Congress St. 

Jackson, MS 39202 

This the 7th day of December, 2015. 

s/Anthony L. Schmidt, Jr. 

Anthony L. Schmidt, Jr. 
MSB#l03746 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
633 North State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 
PH: (601) 359-5770 
FAX: (601) 359-5735 
EMAIL: aschmidt@mdoc.state.ms.us 
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EXHIBIT A 

D ECEJVEfD· 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT &°Fh!..Atm.filoALE COUNTY, MI 

STATE OF MISSISSPPI 2015 SEP 29 PM 2: 30 

,.S~i::C·<.~·· :;i~:.6 yilrMN 
CIRCUIT CLEHK 

I PRF'302b1'J, I 
MDOC CENT L RECORDS , 

v. CAUSE NO: 443-11 

KARISSA LYONS HILL 

ORDER AUTHORIZING PAROLE ELIGIBILITY 
PURSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE SECTION 47-7-3(1)(g)(iii) 

BEFORE THE COURT is defendant Karissa Lyons Hill's Petition for Parole Eligibility 

Pursuant to Mississippi Code Section 47-7-3(1)(g)(iii). Having considered the Petition and its 

attachments, as well as the record in this matter, the Court finds as follows: 

I. On April 21, 2014, Karissa Lyons Hill (also known as Karissa Lyons, MDOC 

#144913), was convicted of one count of selling 0.3 grams of cocaine, in violation of Miss. Code 

Ann. § 41-29-139(a). This Court subsequently sentenced Mrs. Hill to fifteen (15) years in the 

custody of the Mississippi Department of Corrections ("MDOC"). The Court suspended ten (I 0) 

years of the sentence and ordered Mrs. Hill to serve five (5) years in prison, followed by five (5) 

years of post-release supervision. 

2. Miss. Code Ann. § 47-7-3(1)(g)(iii) (rev. 2015) provides that this Court may 

"authorize[]" a nonviolent offender "to be eligible for parole consideration" if she has served 

more than twenty-five percent (25%) of her sentence. For the purposes of Section 47-7-

3(1 )(g)(iii), a nonviolent offender is an offender who was not convicted of a "crime of violence" 

as defined by Miss. Code Ann.§ 97-3-2. 

3. The sale of cocaine is not a "crime of violence" as defined by Miss. Code Ann. § 

97-3-2. Moreover, Mrs. Hill has now served more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the five (5) 



,. . . .... 

. . - . 

year prison sentence imposed by this Court. Thus, this Court may "authorize[]" Mrs. Hill "to be 

eligible for parole consideration." Miss. Code Ann. § 47-7-3(1)(g)(iii). 

4. In support of her petition, Mrs. Hill has submitted documents and letters that 

demonstrate that she has accepted responsibility for her crime, obeyed prison rules, and made 

efforts to rehabilitate herself. She has also demonstrated that she has a supportive family, 

parental responsibilities, and job opportunities that will help her to continue her rehabilitation 

and be a productive, law-abiding member of society 

5. The Court finds that Mrs. Hill's Petition is well-taken and will "authorize[]" her 

''to be eligible for parole consideration." Miss. Code Ann. § 47-7-3(l)(g)(iii). However, the 

decision whether to release Mrs. Hill on parole remains with the Parole Board. See Miss. Code 

Ann.§ 47-7-5(3). 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that defendant Karissa Lyons 

Hill (also known as Karissa Lyons, MDOC #144913) is hereby authorized to be eligible for 

parole consideration. The Clerk of the Court shall mail a certified copy of this Order to the 

Mississippi Department of Corrections and the Mississippi Parole Board. 

SO ORDERED, this the 

Howard, #103256 
MacArthur Justice Center 
767 North Congress Street 
Jackson, MS 39202 
Tele: (601) 969-0802, Ext. 204 
Fax: (601) 969-0804 
jhoward@macarthurjustice.org 

Counsel for Mrs. Hill 
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EXHIBIT B 

~OWAU. MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

· ~ having been made to appearto the State Parole Board that LYONS, KAl!RISA 

+----- , Reglslfir No. 1.44913 , a prisoner In the Mississippi 

IJEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS is eligible to be PAROLED and that there Is • 

+sD!lable probability that said jlllsoner WILL REMAIN AT UBJ;;RTV WITHOUT VIOLATING 

. llHE LAWS, and It being the opinion of the Sta!o Parole Board that the release of this prisoner 

: ~ not ineompafibl• with the welfare of society It Is ORDERED by the said Slate Percle Board 

. tt)althe prtsoner be PAROLED from the MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

IJN NOVEMllER 30 , 20 15 and that sold 

_____ ...,L,.E.,E._C""'O"U"'NTY,.,..,._ ____ to remain thare until 

p~erly ltansferred by Mississippi Department of Correollons pel!lonnel or until expiration or 

, Jvocation of said parote, or in event of arrest and conviction fttr law violation, until a('Hon has 
: -} 

. : i:i(len taken by the State Parole Board . 

• J. 3rd ;:.,v,11ness oUr signature and seal, this _______________ day 
N6"einber 

STEVEN PICKETT 

NEHEMIAH FLOWERS 

BET!'V LOU JONES 

KATHY HENRY 

BUTCH TOWNSEND 

2015 

__,,4;!~~~~~-,.._...,----·Chalrman 

-~ ~~~~-~i---,Merilber 

4~~~~~---,Member 

---,,/;,~~~f-..l:!!'.!:::!::!~---1Member 
--""'"'"'"""c.,.,"'-1""'""",_,.~,,__-~;Member 
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STAl'llMENT OF CONDmONS UNDER WDICH THIS PAROL!l IS GRANTIID 

This C~te of Parole shall not become operailve until the toll.owing condlUo~ 8l'e agreed to by the prisoner 
! 

1. F$1 ~RT: I will report to my field offictr within~ howa of my I\CtlUtl releaae, unlell$ othefwls.e directed. 

LEE ix/UNTV P&P 816 ROBERT E. LIIE DRIVE, TUPELO, MS 38801 (6~) 341-1884 

2.. ~t.JLAR ru3PORTS: I WW.. untll nw WW disdiruxc. :iePQrt tom; Field. om~ at the~ f!tld pkoes I am instructed to · 
:report.1f !lt any time it b«:on'ffl11-~Hsezy tQ CotUmnnicate With my FJeld Oft'Icetand he is not iu:ce&sible,.1 will dinlct my 
communication to the J)epal:tment of Community ServllX:8, Mississippi l)epartment of C~ons, Iackson, MS (601f3S9-5600}. i . . . . 

3. EMPLOYMENT: I Will wad: dilig:cutfy id.a lawful ~tion and~ my kigal dcpende,n!S, if any, to thb tiest of ~y 
ability. ~ ~11 not quit iµy Job widtout BtttinB pcnni$$LOll froi:t!, my ~Id Officer. 

4. RBSII)RNCB: 1 will not. change my teiidenco without :first ~S pennission from my Field d!Jicer. I will not abscond (leave) 
from pa.rofb.superviaion. t will allow my FieldOfficetto vi8it my residence. 

I - , 

5. ~YJNG STA'IB!I will not.leave-my State ofrerldente, even bri~. or any other St.ate to wbiohl am released ortr.tt1.flfentd 
wilhont;wrltte.n pomtli&ion from my Field Offker. ' 

'·! 

6, JI.iEGAL DRUOS AND ALCOHOL, I_ will not poness or uae any illogal dru!JSt narool.ig, mQ:Od altetln.g aubatanoes, or any 
su~ controlled by law which am DOt pmstrlbcd for me by a phym.r.ian.- _I \vil1 Mt drink ~ 0t lntoxicatlag beverages 
end 'will nl)t go brto, .or~ plaus ~ 1htlY att the chief i~-of $al&; Dtiring underJOO influence, (DUI). public inloxi(:Stion 
shall be) tt#neient ptoof of oonsumption. l will abtdo by the laws relative to met t1lilizcd.for !he pu:q,ose oI rnollitoring atcoltol or 
dtug"'W'· 
7. ~ONS AN.I) Jil..A_CBS 01;1 DAD REPUTATION: 1 will not knowingly associate w1tb _any_ fonnet inmate Qf a pe~a1 
imidtutipnj;My pemm who has bccn_collYicted.of a_~Iony. or anypeni;nn n( bad ~Oil. I wPf _not vlslt places of bad repmatioit 
wbere 4iMlrderly conduct :is· lib!Iy to CJCCUr or 'which is frequented by pctaons of ill repl.lte (ban, loung:es, nig)lt clubs, gambling 
hou .... .W.). 

8. WEAf'ONS: 1 will not PQ3SC3S or baye.uooct my control my firearm or other deadly woapoo, 

9. rlw AND ~TBNOTlfilCATI()N: l will not violate any"ci!y, county, Statti or Federal l...frws. I w"1, within 48 lloun, 
notU}' EbY l'io1d Officet if l w ~-for·any offense, intluding a lm:fic offense or '.l'IIOOivo a citation o:t if there is any c:himge in 
my ~e or tmninalion of cmpl.oymcflt or if my name cl1aiiges as a ffij!Jll of marriage or divorce. 

I . . 
JO. CUIW'BW: l willllot be-away frol.ll my ~ldenco ~ the hQura of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m. un]eg JCqUiied to di) so 
in conni:clµm with my ~t, and with field <>.ilbi:'s permisaioJ.t, 

11. QbiwroNS AND INS'i'RUCTIONS: I will prorupdy and ttuthfully an1JWer questions from my Field Officer, Ibo Parolo 
Board Q)}dlj(S: authoriZl:4 n:preamiwivM and cany UUtall Wttuctiona im:m them. 

1 t ' 

12. SlJtBRVIStON FBB AND COl,JR'r-OlIDBRBD-PAYMB.NTS: In~ with my insttuctiCIQS. issued to me byiny Fleld 
omcec; I 1Vfll pay a: mdlltJllY paroij ~ fee u estaWshcd by Sectioµ 47 .. 749 of\1lle Mlmail.i.PPi Code. In eoconhtnce with 
~ftom..,.Pmldrn.....,1wmp<yonyeourt.-pctnW1,sor""1ltution,p,ciliMlnmy,onl<lla(,). 

13. vi;l'J'TO CORRBCllQNAL FA.ClLITY: l will not mum to a facility of theMissiin.ippi Dopartment of ComctiOM on 1t vW.t 
without; f1* Joint approval ot my Fi.old O.fliw and the Adminlsti'ator of !he Correctional Fae-llity, • 

' . 
14, ~ON:. I do hereby waive extradition to !he State of Mississippi from any at.ate, .~frltory or District of the United. 
States and:frnm any tettitoi:y_gr counuy outside di.e United Stat.es. 

lS, A'OIUmMENTS: [ will not en1f:;r into any pgreemeat to act L'I an ~in!9JIM'tu or special agellt fw fm)l law enforoement agency 
that wilj. :p\ltme in violation of my parole conditi.om. 

16. rk,AllfflRl if I an) rele4$Cd to a detai.ocr. and the dcCab:t« is cleated or satisfied. I :will, wi!lun .43 · JI.OW"& of my m.caso from 
mt cua(O(fy of tbat,iw:isdiction. coo.taet in pot$0n or by ~ tho Department of Community Comctionl Divi9ion , Minissippi 
~ of Conoctious, J@tio, MS ot 6011359-5600 IOI' 1'pOding """"'"°"'· .. 
11. ~PSCTALCONPmoNs·: I further llgreo 1o abide by ibefollowingapetml requirements. 

1 . . . 
M!Jlfl' NOT USE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
8 \',IONTHS G.PS 

Toall.J,·. ""'. 'ohconditl""' .• 1ooso. LBMNLY ... PROMISBAWA<JRl!ll ~· . JNOVEMBER 30 15 ~ . 
Il,le > ' A 20 t-zf'ig"'4 ~ w,ifffj::: R<-No. qql~ 
I~·-

The ~ieall!es that, ~-tho American~~ cfMt:h R~ may be~ U inJHng;:m® upl)ll tha i~of ~ ti 
dimcla iindi ~-llll4 :thamforil dlles: 1* ~ dlil ta.a .apeciiio, ~ af. p,(oie. HJn,rovt11\ the: Bo.ml-~ IM puole6 _to k:ntJIY that iA its 
opiMon ~ • ~ ~ emm into IM ptop:t tthabllitttlocl ofd\(l lodivid11.1l;iha.n dotll ftlligiotl. The Dolitd-an,ugly mcommcr.nd& IQ _tho 
p1roteejhai.beorahe;~tlpOnroJ.wot1Dparqlci.~withatnllliffl:t,~9t'tabbloffho:puolee'soWtl~and&IICUl'l)'d'le 
-~ pf autb pen()ll. in .'lldping ~· O\lt, lhe_ patOlec's probloml. The -Bod augg.est.11 tQ ~ parillOD mgulat ,;hun:b. ~ and active 
~., ...... ,,. .. -ol\h,pirol,o'•-· . 

I 

,\ 


